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ANNOUNCEMENT. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  contained  in  section  2,  of  an 
Act  of  Congress  (Public  No.  40,  65th  Congress),  approved  August 
10,  1917,  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Markets  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture,  has  been  authorized  and  instructed 
as  an  agent  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  to  take  such  steps' 
as  may  be  necessary  to  obtain  authoritative  information  regard- 
ing the  matters  authorized  to  be  investigated  under  that  section. 

The  Seed  Reporting  Service  has  been  established  pursuant  to 
sections  2  and  8,  of  the  Act,  to  obtain  such  information  concern- 
ing^ seeds,   as  may   seem  necessary  or  desirable. 

The  Seed  Reporter  is  printed  at,  and  mailed  from,  Chicago. 
The  regular  monthly  issue  is  mailed  usually  on  the  first  Satur- 
day after  rthe  fourth  of  the  month.  Persons  or  concerns  wishing 
to  receive  it  regularly  as  issued  should  send  name  and  address 
to  the  Seed  Reporting  Service,  Bureau  of  Markets,  U.  S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C.  A  copy  of  the  current 
issue  will  be  furnished  on  application  to  the  field  office  of  the  Seed 
Reporting  Service,  59  Board  of  Trade  Building,  Chicago,  111.,  to 
anyone  after,  but  not  before,  nine  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the 
first  business  day  following  date  of  mailing. 

CHARLES  J.  BRAND,   Chief,   Bureau  of  Markets. 
W.  A.  WHEELER,  in  Charge,  Seed  Reporting  Service. 

SEED    EXPORT    INFORMATION. 

Under  a  modification  of  the  temporary  embargo  that  was 
placed  on  red  clover  seed  to  January  1,  and  which  probably  will 
be  extended  to  January  15  or  later,  licenses  have  been  issued  to 
dealers  whose  consignees  had  obtained  permits  prior  to  the 
issuance  of  the  embargo  notice  from  the  British  Government  to 
purchase  red  clover  seed  in  the  United  States.  On  December  20 
red  clover  seed,  including  medium  and  mammoth,  was  placed 
on  the  Export  Conservation  List  by  the  War  Trade  Board,  and 
at  the  present  time  this  is  the  only  clover  or  grass  seed  that  is 
on  the  list.  Unless  the  inquiries  that  are  being  made  by  the 
Bureaus  of  Crop  Estimates  and  Plant  Industry,  and  the  surveys 
of  stocks  and  shipments  that  are  being  conducted  by  the  Bureau 
of  Markets,  indicate  that  the  quantity  likely  to  be  sown  on  wheat 
and  other  grain  crops  will  be  considerably  decreased  over  other 
years  and  reveal  larger  available  stocks  of  red  clover  seed  than 
are  considered  to  exist,  it  is  not  likely  that  the  embargo  will 
be  lifted  at  all  on  red  clover  seed  except  to  the  amount  that 
has  been  agreed  upon  for  export  to  the  British  Isles  for  their 
own  sowing  needs,  and  not  to  replace  other  stocks  that  are 
exported  or  to  be  exported  by  them  to  the  Continental  European 
countries. 

Inasmuch  as  the  surveys  and  inquiries  that  have  been  made 
by  the  Seed  Reporting  Service  have  indicated  that  the  supplies 
of  most  vegetable  seeds  will  be  more  than  ample  to  take  care 
of  our  own  planting  requirements,  and  in  order  that  the  expor- 
tation of  those  kinds  that  are  in  surplus  quantity,  may  be  facili- 
tated as  much  as  possible,  the  War  Trade  Board,  after  con- 
sultation with  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  removed  vegetable 
seeds  from,  the  Export  Conservation  List  on   January  1. 

Commodities,  including  vegetable  and  field  seeds  except 
red  clover  seed,  not  on  the  Export  Conservation  List,  may 
be  exported  to  England,  France,  Italy,  and  Japan,  and 
their  colonies,  possessions,  and  protectorates  without  in- 
dividual export  licenses  by  shipping  them  under  blanket 
license  R.  A.  C.  63,  providing  it  is  accompanied  by  a  state- 
ment of  the  consignor  on  the  export  declaration,  that  the 
commodity  is  for  seed  purposes,  and  not  for  food.  Ship- 
ments to  Belgium  and  the  Belgian  Congo  do  not  require 
individual  licenses  and  may  be  made  under  blanket  license 
R.  A.  C.  65,  with  a  proviso  as  is  noted  for  blanket  license 
R.  A.  C.  63.  Seed  shipments  may  be  made  to  neutral  coun- 
tries, but  individual  licenses  will  be  required  as  heretofore. 
While  the  British  government  has  abandoned  the  pro- 
cedure of  issuing  permits  to  purchase  seeds,  it  would  be 
well  for  dealers  in  the  United  States  to  ascertain,  before 
making  shipment,  whether  or  not  the  commodity  they 
wish  to  export  to  the  United  Kingdom  is  on  the  British 
list  of  restricted   imports. 


SEED  IMPORT  RULINGS. 

The  War  Trade  Board  on  December  13  issued  ruling 
No.  402  announcing  the  removal  of  restrictions  on  the 
importation  of  canary  seed.  Applications  for  licenses  to 
import  this  commodity  will  now  be  considered. 

On  the  same  date  the  War  Trade  Board  announced  in 
their  ruling  No.  405  that  applications  to  import  commodi- 
ties produced  in  and  imported  from  Russia  (including 
Siberia  and  Finland)  will  now  be  considered.  The  ruling 
states  further  that  a  limited  amount  of  cargo  space  is  now 
available  for  shipments  from  Vladivostock  to  points  on  the 
Pacific  Coast  of  the  United  States.  In  considering  appli- 
cations and  allocating  shipping  space,  preference  will  be 
given  to  certain  kinds  of  seeds,  among  other  commodities, 
in   the  order  named: 

CLOVER  SEED 
MILLET  SEED 
LUCERNE    SEED 

Import  restrictions  on  hemp  seed  and  alfalfa  seed  have 
been    removed,   effective   January   6. 

The  War  Trade  Board  is  removing  restrictions  on  im- 
ports, as  well  as  exports,  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Over  nine- 
tenths  of  the  commodities  that  were  on  the  import  list 
of  restricted  commodities  have  been  taken  off,  and  but  very' 
few  will  remain  on  the  list  after  January  11. 


SUGAR  BEET  SEED 
HAIRY  VETCH  SEED 
GRASS  SEED 


SEED  CATALOGS  WANTED. 

A  number  of  1919  catalogs  have  been  received  already  by 
the  Seed  Reporting  Service,  but  there  are  many  seedsmen 
who  regularly  issue  catalogs  in  December  and  January  and 
whose  1919  catalogs  have  not  yet  been  received.  It  would 
be  appreciated  very  much  if  all  those  who  have  not  mailed 
their  catalog  to  the  Bureau  of  Markets,  Seed  Reporting 
Service,  Washington,  D.  C,  would  do  so  promptly,  in 
order  that  its  file  of  catalogs  may  be  completed  at  an  early 
date. 


IMPORTS  OF  FORAGE  PLANT  SEEDS  PERMITTED 

ENTRY  INTO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Under  the  Seed  Importation  Act. 


Compiled  by  the  Seed  Laboratory  of  the 
Industry,  United  States  Department  of 

Bureau  of  Plant 
Agriculture. 

Month  of  December 

3  mos.  ending  Dec. 31 

Kind  of  Seed 

1918 

1917 

1918 

1917 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Alfalfa 

54,700 

180,000 

2,588,200 

154,000 

84,000 

Bluegrass: 

1 26 , 400 

562,400 
88,000 
42,900 

93,800 

243 , 500 

132,000 

8,100 

153  700 

Clover: 

Alsike 

854  800 

310  600 

Red 

93   200 

White 

4  200 

Clover  mixtures: 

33,200 

900 

13,900 

40,700 

900 

87,300 

100 

80,800 
4,200 

204,100 

2,600 

11,900 

35,100 
182,700 

500 

500 

Mixtures: 

Rape 

80,600 

1 ,516,000 

7,527,600 
900 

Ryegrass: 

32.900 
15,700 

195,500 

74   700 

8,900 
8,800 

Vetch: 

1,600 
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January  11,  1919 


Announcement  of  Vegetable  Seed  Produc- 
tion Survey  for  February  1,  1919. 

In  the  issue  of  the  Seed  Reporter  for  December  7,  1918, 
in  an  announcement  of  the  Seed  Survey  of  stocks,  receipts, 
etc.,  for  January  1,  1919,  it  was  stated  that  information  on 
vegetable  seed  production  and  acreage,  which  had  been 
requested  in  previous  surveys,  would  not  be  requested  at 
that  time,  for  various  reasons,  and  that  a  formal  vegetable 
seed  production  survey  probably  would  be  made  under 
date  of  February  1,  or  March  1,  1919.  After  giving  this 
matter  due  consideration  it  has  been  thought  best  to  make 
this  survey  under  date  of  February  1,  because  it  is  believed 
that  growers  will  be  able  at  that  time  to  give  the  infor- 
mation requested,  and  that  the  earlier  compilation  and  pub- 
lication of  such  data  will  be  of  greater  value  to  those 
concerned. 

This  schedule  lias  been  simplified,  as  far  as  possible,  con- 
sistent with  the  information  desired,  and  includes  the 
following: 

(a)  Production.  Total  quantity  of  each  item  produced 
by  the  grower  reporting  and  others  who  grew  seed  for 
him  during  the  calendar  year  of  1918.  In  the  issue  of  the 
Seed  Reporter  for  December  7,  1918,  were  published  esti- 
mates of  the  commercial  production  of  vegetable  seeds  in 
1918.  These  estimates  were  made  by  growers  during  the 
latter  part  of  November  at  a  time  when  many  seed  crops 
were  not  threshed  and  in  some  cases  only  rough  estimates 
were  possible.  At  the  time  of  this  survey,  February  1, 
however,  it  is  believed  that  all  stocks  will  have  been  har- 
vested and  recleaned,  and  that  growers  will  be  able  to 
make  an  accurate  inventory  of  their  1918  production. 

(b)  1919  Acreage.  Number  of  acres  planted,  of  each 
item,  up  to  February  1,  1919,  for  harvest  in  1919,  and  the 
estimated  number  of  acres  that  will  be  planted  after  Feb- 
ruary 1  for  harvest  in  1919.  There  is  also  a  column  under 
this  heading  in  which  growers  are  requested  to  give  the 
total  number  of  acres  planted,  or  to  be  planted,  by  them 
and  their  growers  for  harvest  in  1919.  This,  of  course,  will 
represent  the  totals  for  each  item  of  the  acreage  planted  up 
to  February  1,  and  the  estimated  acreage  that  will  be 
planted  after  February  1  for  harvest  in  1919. 

(c)  1918  Acreage.  Number  of  acres  planted  for  harvest 
•  by   the   one   reporting   and   those    who   grew   seed   for   him 

during  the  calendar  year  of  1918;  and  the  number  of  acres, 
of  the  acreage  reported  as  planted  for  harvest  in  1918,  that 
was  actually  harvested  for  seed. 

The  following  are  required  to  report  in  this  survey:  All 
commercial  seed  growers,  and  also  all  seed  farmers  who 
grow  vegetable  seeds  without  previous  arrangement  or 
understanding  as  to  sale  or  disposition  of  the  seed  pro- 
duced by  them. 

In  the  vegetable  seed  production  survey  of  July  1,  1918, 
schedules  were  sent  to  all  seed  dealers  and  growers  on  the 
mailing  list  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  While  it 
was  recognized  that  a  large  number  of  them  were  not  grow- 
ers of  vegetable  seeds  and  should  not  receive  a  production 
schedule,  we  were  unable  at  that  time  to  segregate  the 
growers  in  the  list.  Considerable  effort  has  been  made  to 
classify  properly  all  names  on  the  mailing  lists  of  the  Seed 
Reporting  Service  and  schedules  will  be  mailed  only  to 
those  individuals  and  concerns  who  have  been  classified  as 
growers  of  vegetable  seeds;  therefore,  many  dealers  who 
received  a  production  schedule  in  previous  vegetable  seed 
production  surveys  will  not  receive  one  at  this  time.  It 
is  recognized,  however,  that  because  there  are  new  con- 
cerns entering  the  field  of  production  and  because  of  the 
possibility  at  all  times  that  the  mailing  lists  may  be  incom- 
plete, not  all  those  who  should  report  in  this  survey  will 
receive  schedules. 

In  order  to  make  it  easier  for  all  those  who  are  required 
to  report  in  this  survey  to  obtain  schedules,  a  supply  of 
them  will  be  placed  in  the  field  offices  of  the  Seed  Report- 
ing Service,  where  they  may  be  obtained  on  request,  either 
by  those  who  fail  to  receive  copies  of  the  schedule  or  those 
who  need  additional  copies  on  which  to  report  for  branch 
establishments.  Schedules  may  be  obtained  after  January 
20  by  addressing  any  one  of  the  following  offices  of  the 
Seed  Reporting  Service:  320  Flour  Exchange,  Minneap- 
olis, Minnesota:  59  Board  of  Trade,  Chicago,  Illinois;  302 
Postal  Telegraph,  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  1710  Third  Na- 
tional Bank.  Atlanta,  Georgia;  503  Cooper  Building,  Den- 
ver, Colorado;  607  Balboa  Building,  San  Francisco,  Califor- 
nia; 514  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Spokane,  Washington;  or 
the  main  office,  Washington,  D.  C.  A  duplicate  copy  of 
the   schedule   is   furnished,  so  that  one   copy  may  be   filled 


out  and  returned  as  directed,  and  the  other  copy  filled  out 
and  retained  for  future  reference  by  the  one  reporting. 

Schedules  will  be  mailed  about  January  15,  and  should 
be  returned  as  soon  as  possible  after  February  1,  and  not 
later  than  February  10,  1919,  that  date  having  been  pre- 
scribed by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  under  the  law  for 
the  purpose. 


SUPPLEMENTAL  ANNOUNCEMENT  CONCERNING 

THE   VEGETABLE  AND  FIELD   SEED   SURVEY 

OF  STOCKS,  RECEIPTS,  ETC.,  OF 

JANUARY   1,   1919. 

Announcement  of  the  Vegetable  and  Field  Seed  Survey 
of  stocks,  receipts,  etc.,  January  1,  1919,  was  made  in  the 
issue  of  the  Seed  Reporter  for  December  7,  1918.  Sched- 
ules were  mailed  from  the  Washington  office  about  the 
middle  of  December  and  should  have  been  filled  out  and 
mailed  to  the  Chief,  Bureau  of  Alarkets,  Washington,  D.  C, 
not  later  than  January  10,  1919,  the  time  prescribed  by  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  under  the  law  for  the  purpose. 

If,  for  any  reason,  any  person  or  concern  who  is  required 
to  report  in  this  survey,  as  outlined  in  the  announcement  of 
December  7,  has  not  received  blank  schedule,  that  fact 
should  be  made  known  immediately  to  one  of  the  branch 
offices  of  the  Seed  Reporting  Service,  or  to  the  main  office, 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  copies  of  the  schedule  will  be 
supplied  promptly. 

It  is  expected  that  a  tabulated  report  of  the  first  15  items 
ofSection  2,  Field  Seeds,  will  be  published  in  the  February 
8  issue  of  the  Seed  Reporter,  and  that  a  full  report  of  all 
items  of  Section  1,  Vegetable  Seeds,  and  items  16  to  30, 
inclusive,  of  Section  2,  Field  Seeds,  will  be  made  on  March 
8.  These  reports  will  show  for  each  item,  among  other 
things,  the  stocks  in  dealers'  hands  on  January  1,  1919,  and 
on  February  1,  1918,  and  the  total  receipts  for  six  months 
ending  Tanuary  1,  1919,  and  for  seven  months  ending 
February   1,   1918. 

It  is  recognized  that  the  value  to  the  seed  trade  of  all 
information  of  this  nature  may  be  measured,  not  only  by 
the  accuracy  and  completeness  of  the  reports,  but  by  the 
promptness  with  which  the  data  is  compiled  and  made 
available  to  those  interested.  This  can  be  aided  materially 
by  the  prompt  return  of  all  schedules,  and  all  persons  or 
concerns  who  have  received  a  blank  schedule  on  which  to 
report  in  this  survey,  and  who  have  not  filled  out  and  re- 
turned such  schedule  to  date,  should  fill  it  out  and  return 
it  without  further  delav. 


CLOVER   SEED   ACREAGE,  PRODUCTION   AND 

STOCKS. 

The  following  table  affords  an  interesting  comparison 
between  acreage,  seed  production,  and  percentage  of  the 
clover  seed  crop  in  dealers'  hands  approximately  at  a  time 
when  the  dealers'  seed  stocks  are  heaviest.  The  acreage 
and  production  figures  have  been  compiled  from  data  fur- 
nished by  the  Bureau  of  Crop  Estimates,  and  the  figures 
representing  stocks  in  dealers'  hands  are  those  obtained 
from  the  National  Seed  Surveys  conducted  by  the  Bureau 
of  Markets  Seed  Reporting  Service.  The  figures  given  in- 
clude all  varieties  of  clover  (red,  alsike,  crimson,  sweet, 
bur,  Japan,  etc.)  because  data  covering  acreage  and  pro- 
duction of  each  variety  are  not  available.  The  quantities  of 
clover  seed  in  dealers'  hands  of  the  1916  and  of  the  1917 
crops,  respectively,  were  obtained  by  subtracting  the  carry- 
over on  July  1,  1916.  and  July  1,  1917,  from  the  stock  on 
hand  on  February  1,  1917,  and  February  1,  1918,  respectively. 

While  the  acreage  of  clover  cut  for  hay  during  the  past 
two  years  has  shown  a  decrease  from  that  of  1916,  this  de- 
crease has  not  been  nearly  so  marked  as  has  been  the  de- 
crease in  the  acreage  cut  for  seed.  It  is  singular  that  the 
percentages  of  both  the  1916  and  1917  crops  of  clover  seed 
in  dealers'  hands  on  February  1  of  the  year  following  should 
be  the  same,  namely  31  per  cent. 


Data  includes  all  kinds 
of  Clover 


Number  of  acres  cut  for  hay 

Number  of  acres  cut  for  seed 

Production  of  seed,  in  pounds 

Ouantitv  (pounds)   of  seed  in  dealers' 

~  hands  on  Feb.  1.  1918,  and  Feb.  1. 
1917,  respectively 

Percentage  of  the  total  seed  produced 
in  dealers'  hands  on  Feb.  1,  1918, 
and  Feb.  "1,  1917,  respectively 


Crop  of 
1918 


7,974,000 

722,000 

66,120,000 


Crop  of 
1917 


7,526,000 

821,000 

89,280,000 


25,372,498 
31 


Crop  of 
1916 


8,313,000 

939,000 

102,360.000 


32,251,385 
31 
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European  Seed  Situation 

In  order  that  this  country  may  have  more  accurate  and 
reliable  information  concerning  clover,  grass,  and  vege- 
table seed  stocks  and  requirements  in  various  European 
countries,  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
has  sent  as  its  representatives  to  Europe  Dr.  A.  J.  Pieters, 
of  the  Forage  Crop  Investigations  section  of  the  Bureau 
of  Plant  Industry,  and  Mr.  W.  A.  Wheeler,  in  charge  of 
the  Seed  Marketing  Investigations  and  the  Seed  Reporting 
Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Markets.  These  men  sailed  for 
Europe  on  December  30  and  contemplate  visiting  Great 
Britain,  France,  Belgium,  Italy,  Holland,  and  Denmark. 
It  is  thought  that  they  will  be  able  to  cable  information 
that  will  be  of  much  immediate  value  in  helping  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  as  well  as  the  War  Trade  Board 
and  other  governmental  agencies,  to  shape  their  policies 
with  reference  to  exportation  of  certain  kinds  of  seeds  and 
to  give  the  seed  trade  a  better  idea  of  the  supply,  demand, 
and  possible  future  requirements  of  field  and  vegetable 
seeds. 

From  information  available  at  this  time,  it  would  seem 
that  the  supplies  of  a  few  kinds  of  vegetable  and  field 
seeds  in  this  country  will  have  to  be  conserved  carefully 
in  order  that  the  production  of  crops  from  them  may  con- 
tinue to  such  an  extent  as  to  disturb  the  agriculture  of  the 
United  States  as  little  as  possible.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  may  be  necessary  or  desirable  for  the  United  States  to 
run  some  risk  of  a  shortage  of  certain  kinds  of  seeds  in 
order  to  meet  the  dire  needs  of  our  associates  in  the  war 
for  these  particular  seeds.  To  what  extent  Great  Britain, 
France,  Belgium,  and  Italy  n'eed  various  kinds  of  seeds  is 
one  of  the  questions  on  which  Dr.  Pieters,  forage  crop 
expert,  and  Mr.  Wheeler,  seed  trade  expert,  will  endeavor 
to  obtain  data.  Furthermore,  Holland,  Denmark,  and 
other  neutral  countries  may  be  ready  markets  for  some  of 
our  seeds  and  may  have  a  surplus  of  other  kinds  to  offer 
us,  all  of  which  information,  if  it  is  possible  to  obtain  it, 
should  be  available  to  the  growers  and  dealers  of  seeds 
in  the  United  States. 

Early  during  the  war  it  was  apparent,  with  seed  pro- 
duction in  most  European  countries  at  a  standstill,  and 
with  almost  insurmountable  ocean  transportation  difficul- 
ties, that  production  of  those  kinds  of  seeds  formerly  im- 
ported from  Europe  in  large  quantities  must  be  stimulated 
in  this  country.  The  seed  growers  in  the  United  States 
responded  to  such  an  extent  that  instead  of  importers  of 
certain  kinds  of  field  and  vegetable  seeds,  dealers  in  this 
country  became  exporters.  There  appears  to  be  a  surplus 
in  this  country  of  some  kinds  of  seeds,  and  our  seed 
growers  are  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  to  maintain  the 
acreage  already  planted  or  to  increase  or  decrease  the  acre- 
age to  be  planted  this  year.  The  answers  to  these  qus- 
tions  can  not  be  found  from  a  study  of  conditions  in  the 
United  States  alone,  and  whatever  information  is  avail- 
able here  must  be  supplemented  by  information  from 
other  countries. 

The  great  war  has  disturbed  the  seed  business  of  the 
world  to  such  an  extent  that  normal  agencies,  which  in 
the  past  have  been  able  to  cope  with  existing  conditions, 
are  unable  to  function  properly  at  this  time.  The  ma- 
chinery of  the  seed  trade  in  the  continental  European 
countries  has  been  so  disrupted  as  to  make  the  timely  in- 
terchange of  seeds,  needed  for  planting  next  spring,  be- 
tween those  countries  and  the  United  States  very  difficult. 
The  seed  trade  of  the  United  States  has  felt  that  its  re- 
sources in  bringing  about  an  effective  interchange  have 
practically  been  exhausted  and  that  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  can  be  of  great  assistance 
during  the  period  of  reconstruction  by  having  its  repre- 
sentatives study  first-hand  seed  production  and  marketing 
problems  in  Europe. 


EXPORT  OF  SEED  CORN  TO  CANADA. 

The  War  Trade  Board,  after  consultation  with  the 
United_  States  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Seed 
Commissioner  of  the  Canadian  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, announce  that  on  and  after  December  10,  1918,  li- 
censes will  be  granted  for  a  limited  quantity  of  seed  corn 
(without  restriction  as  to  varieties)   for  export  to   Canada. 

All  applications  for  licenses  to  export  seed  corn  to 
Canada  in  quantities  exceeding  100  bushels  must  have 
attached  thereto  a  Canadian  Import  Permit,  issued  by  the 
Canada  Food  Board,  Ottawa,  Canada,  to  the  consignee 
for  the  quantity  specified  in  the  application  for  export 
license. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Canada  Food 
Board  whereby  applications  for  licenses  to  export  seed 
corn  in  quantities  of  100  bushels  or  less  need  not  be 
accompanied  by  a  Canadian  Import  Permit. 


Soy  Bean,   Cowpea,  and  Velvet  Bean  Seed 

Outlook. 

In  order  to  obtain  advance  information  concerning  the 
1918  crop  of  soy  beans,  cowpeas,  and  velvet  beans  for  seed, 
a  special  letter  of  inquiry  was  sent  to  about  150  shippers 
and  growers  of  these  commodities  throughout  the  principal 
producing  areas  of  the  Southern  States. -  The  replies  re- 
ceived to  this  inquiry  were  made  under  date  of  December 
26  to  30,  inclusive,  and  are  summarized  as  follows: 

Soy  Beans.  It  appears  that  the  supply  of  the  1918  crop 
of  soy  beans  for  seed  will  be  less  than  the  1917  crop.  In 
eastern  North  Carolina,  where  large  quantities,  principally 
of  the  mammoth  yellow  variety,  are  normally  produced  for 
shipment  to  other  sections,  many  farmers  harvested  large 
acreages  for  hay  and  also  allowed  livestock  to  graze  con- 
siderable acreage  that  was  intended  for  seed  purposes.  In 
central  Tennessee  reports  indicate  that  the  1918  crop 
harvested  for  seed  is  far  below  normal,  and  that  there  may 
not  be  sufficient  seed  in  that  section  to  supply  local  de- 
mand. Contrary  to  conditions  which  prevail  in  normal 
years,  in  which  there  is  usually  heavy  movement  of  stocks 
from  first  hands  and  considerable  activity  on  the  local 
markets  during  the  month  of  December,  the  demand  has 
been  light  and  there  has  been  practically"  no  movement  of 
the  crop  from  growers'  and  local  shippers'  hands. 

Many  dealers  who  bought  heavily  last  season  at  high 
prices  carried  over  large  stocks  of  1917-crop  seed,  and  they 
have  not  been  anxious  to  buy  new  stocks  this  season.  The 
price  offered  by  dealers  and  shippers  to  growers  has  been 
$3.30  to  $3.70  per  100  pounds,  sacked  f.  o.  b.  shipping  point, 
which  is  about  $1.00  per  100  pounds  less  than  the  price 
paid  at  this  time  last  season.  The  farmers  do  not  appear 
to  be  inclined  to  sell  at  this  price,  however,  and  may  hold 
their  supply  pending  a  more  active  demand  or  an  advance 
in  price.  It  is  the  opinion  of  some  shippers  that  the  seeds- 
men and  oil  mills  will  not  be  in  competition  for  soy  beans 
this  season,  because  from  present  indications  the  latter 
will  have  sufficient  cotton  seed  to  keep  them  in  operation 
until  spring,  and  in  the  meantime  seedsmen  will  have  ob- 
tained their  requirements  of  soy  beans  for  seed  purposes 
and  be  out  of  the  market. 

Cowpeas.  From  present  indications  the  quantity  of  the 
1918  crop  of  cowpeas  harvested  for  seed  is  much  less  than 
normal.  In  many  sections  the  growing  crop  was  consid- 
erably damaged  by  hot,  dry  weather.  This  was  followed 
by  continued  heavy  rains  during  the  time  of  harvest,  and 
much  of  the  seed  that  was  harvested  is  very  poor  in  qual- 
ity. The  high  price  of  cotton,  which  resulted  in  an  in- 
creased acreage  in  some  sections  devoted  to  cotton^  and 
the  unusually  high  price  of  labor  and  scarcity  of  it  gener- 
ally have  all  been  important  factors  in  the  acreage  planted 
to  cowpeas,  and  the  quantity  harvested  for  seed.  In  many 
of  the  larger  producing  sections  in  Georgia,  Alabama,  Ten- 
nessee, and  Mississippi,  from  which  normally  25  to  200 
cars  are  shipped  annually,  it  is  not  expected  that  more  than 
10  to  25  per  cent  of  the  normal  quantity  will  be  shipped 
out  this  season. 

Some  instances  where  reports  indicate  a  marked  short- 
age of  the  1918  crop  are  as  follows:  Central  and  south- 
western Georgia,  about  50  per  cent  of  1917  crop,  quality 
good;  southeastern  Alabama,  35  to  40  per  cent  of  1917  crop, 
quality  fair,  damaged  by  rain;  central  Tennessee,  very 
short,  ranging  from  10  per  cent  of  1917  crop  in  some  coun- 
ties to  25  and  50  per  cent  in  others,  quality  good;  western 
Mississippi,  10  per  cent  in  some  localities  to  as  high  as  50 
per  cent  of  1917  crop  in  other  localities,  quality  poor  to 
good,  damaged  by  unfavorable  weather  conditions  during 
growing  season  and  at  time  of  harvest. 

Reports  indicate  that  dealers  at  large  distributing  points 
who  carried  over  large  stocks  of  cowpeas  in  1917  are  not 
active  buyers.  Consequently  there  has  been  practically  no 
movement  of  the  new  crop  from   local  shippers'  hands. 

It  is  not  known,  however,  how  much  of  the  carry-over 
of  the  1917  crop,  which  was  reported  as  of  July  1,  1918, 
the  dealers  were  able  to  dispose  of  for  seed  or  other  pur- 
poses after  that  date,  or  how  much  of  it  is  of  suitable  qual- 
ity for  planting  purposes  this  season.  Local  shippers,  nev- 
ertheless, are  very  active  and  are  buying  all  new-crop  seed 
that  is  being  offered  by  the  growers. 

The  prices  being  paid  to  growers  range  from  $3.30  to 
$4.25  per  100  pounds,  depending  on  quality,  condition  of 
bags,  and  other  factors  which  determine  the  local  market 
value  of  this  commodity.  This  is  about  the  same  as  the 
average  price  which  was  being  paid  at  a  corresponding  time 
last  season. 

Shippers  anticipate  an  increased  demand  in  the  spring, 
followed  by  higher  prices.  Their  opinion  seems  to  be  that 
the    actual    condition    of    the    new    crop    is    not    realized    by 
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dealers  at  the  present  time,  and  that  the  usual  freer  move- 
ment of  stocks  will  prevail  later  in  the  season. 

Velvet  Beans.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  quantity 
of  velvet  beans  harvested  of  the  1917  crop  was  greater  than 
of  any  previous  crop.  These  were  harvested  early,  and 
generally  were  of  good  quality  for  milling,  and  shippers 
who  specialize  in  velvet  beans  for  seed  experienced  no  dif- 
ficulty in  obtaining  a  sufficient  quantity  of  good  quality  of 
velvet  beans  in  the  pod  to  thresh  for  seed.  As  a  result, 
there  was  in  1918,  for  the  first  year  on  record,  an  appre- 
ciable quantity  of  velvet  beans  carried  over  for  seed. 

From  the  reports  received  it  is  apparent  that,  in  the 
sections  of  Alabama  and  Georgia  which  usually  ship  out 
the  largest  quantities  of  velvet  beans  for  seed,  a  much 
smaller  percentage  of  the  1918  crop  has  been  harvested 
than  of  the  1917  crop,  because  of  the  scarcity  and  the  high 
price  of  labor  and  because  of  the  increased  interest  in  the 
livestock  industry  in  those  sections,  where  more  of  the  vel- 
vet beans  are  being  fed  or  grazed  on  the  farms.  In  most 
cases  velvet  beans  that  were  intended  for  harvest  were  left 
to  lie  in  the  fields  until  cotton  and  other  crops  were  gath- 
ered, and  the  relatively  small  quantity  that  was  finally 
harvested  was  damaged  considerably  by  the  heavy  rains 
and  is  of  very  poor  quality  for  seed  purposes.  Some  ship- 
pers report  that  they  expect  to  handle  only  1917  crop 
velvet  beans  for  seed.  These  probably  will  average  better 
in  quality  than  the  new  crop,  because  the  velvet  bean  keeps 
excellently  when  stored  properly  and  is  not  subject  to 
weevil  and  other  insect  injury. 

No  movement  of  seed  velvet  beans  from  shippers  to 
dealers  is  reported,  although  some  dealers  in  sections 
where  the  velvet  bean  does  not  mature  seed,  are  negotiat- 
ing with  shippers  in  producing  sections  with  a  view  of 
obtaining  a  supply  for  their  trade  requirements  during  the 
coming  season.  At  this  time  last  season,  there  was  a  very 
active  demand  and  several  cars  had  been  sold  and  a  few 
cars  shipped  to  dealers  at  large  distributing  points. 

There  has  been  no  price  established  for  seed  velvet  beans 
this  season,  although  the  price  as  reported  being  paid  to 
growers  for  beans  in  the  pod  for  milling  purposes,  is  about 
$20.00  per  ton.  It  is  the  opinion  of  shippers,  however,  that, 
because  of  the  scarcity  of  velvet  beans  suitable  for  seed, 
the  price  this  season  will  advance  later  to  a  higher  price 
than  was  paid  in  the  spring  of  1918.  This,  of  course,  will 
depend  somewhat  on  the  demand  from  dealers  in  the  more 
northern  and  western  sections  of  the  velvet  bean  growing 
area. 


NOTICE   OF   SPECIAL  SOY  BEAN,  COWPEA,  AND 
VELVET  BEAN  INQUIRY. 

Schedules  are  being  mailed  to  shippers  of  soy  beans,  cow- 
peas,  and  velvet  beans  to  obtain  information  relative  to 
the  actual  shipments  up  to  January  IS,  1919,  and  probable 
shipments  after  that  date,  of  the  1918  crop,  as  com- 
pared with  total  shipments  of  the  1917  crop.  Informa- 
tion also  is  requested  relative  to  the  quantity  of  the  1918 
crop  seed  in  shippers'  hands  January  15,  1919,  percentage 
of  stocks  in  growers'  hands,  average  quality  of  the  1918 
crop  for  seed  compared  with  normal,  and  average  prices 
paid  to  growers  this  season.  An  important  feature  of  this 
inquiry  is  a  request  for  specific  information  as  to  the  varie- 
ties, and  the  estimated  quantity  of  each  variety,  of  soy 
beans,  cowpeas,  and  velvet  beans  usually  handled.  It  is 
thought  that  information  relative  to  supply,  quality,  price, 
etc.,  when  considered  in  connection  with  varieties  of  seeds, 
will  be  of  more  specific  interest  and  of  greater  value  to 
dealers  and  others  concerned,  because  of  the  degree  of 
adaptability  of  the  different  varieties  for  various  localities; 
and  it  is  hoped  that  sufficient  data  will  be  obtained  in  this 
inquiry  to  enable  us  to  locate  readily  sources  of  supply  of 
each  variety  for  seed. 

It  is  expected  that  a  tentative  report  will  be  prepared 
from  the  returns  in  this  inquiry  for  publication  in  the  Feb- 
ruary 8  issue,  and  that  a  final  report  will  be  made  in  the 
March  8  issue  of  the  Seed  Reporter.  These  reports  should 
be  of  considerable  interest  to  all  those  engaged  in  handling 
these  seeds,  because  of  the  unsettled  market  conditions  and 
uncertainty  of  the  supplies  of  new-crop  seed  that  seem  to 
prevail  at  this  time. 

Information  is  now  being  obtained  from  which  maps, 
similar  to  those  which  will  be  made  for  other  field  seeds, 
will  be  prepared,  showing  areas  that  normally  produce  a 
surplus  and  areas  that  normally  use  for  planting  more  seed 
of  these  kinds  than  is  produced  within  such  areas.  If  the 
information  obtained  up  to  that  time  is  sufficiently  com- 
plete these  maps  will  be  prepared  and  published  in  the 
March  8,  1919,  issue  of  the  Seed  Reporter,  in  connection 
with  the  final  report  from  this  inquiry. 


SEED  MARKET  NOTES. 

LOUISVILLE,  KENTUCKY.— Dealers  report  that  the 
fall  trade  on  field  seeds  has  been  exceptionally  good. 
There  has  been  a  steady  advance  in  the  price  of  most 
seeds  that  are  grown  in  sections  tributary  to  Louisville. 
Many  orders  have  been  booked  for  future  delivery  and  the 
present  outlook  for  the  spring  trade  in  all  field  seeds  is 
very  encouraging. 

Grasses. — The  price  of  orchard  grass  seed  has  advanced 
and  stocks  in  dealers'  hands  at  the  present  time  are  re- 
ported much  lighter  than  normal.  The  trade  in  timothy 
seed  has  been  excellent,  and  stocks  held  at  this  time  are 
about  normal.  Redtop  seed  has  been  advancing  slowly 
and  present  prices  are  firm.  There  has  been  considerable 
trading  in  redtop  this  fall,  and  stocks  on  hand  are  not 
generally  as  heavy  as  those  of  last  year. 

Red  Clover— In  clover  seed  there  is  a  considerable  dif- 
ference of  opinion.  Most  dealers  are  not  carrying  large 
stocks  and  prefer  to  await  developments.  Prices  are  so 
high  that  many  of  them  think  it  best  not  to  buy  heavy 
stocks  until  they  see  how  the  demand  will  be,  and  they 
prefer  to  pay  the  prices  that  may  develop  as  the  season 
advances.  It  is  generally  thought  that,  at  present  prices, 
farmers  will  not  hesitate  to  sow  the  usual  quantity  of 
clover  seed,  but  it  is  questionable  whether  any  further 
advance  in  price  will  not  seriously  curtail  demand. 

Soy  Beans,  Cowpeas,  and  Millets. — Owing  to  the  disap- 
pointing season  of  last  year,  dealers  have  not  purchased 
soy  beans,  cowpeas,  or  millet  to  any  extent.  Cowpeas  are 
being  offered  by  growers  at  about  $4.60  per  100  pounds, 
and  soy  beans  at  $5.85  per  100  pounds,  f.  o.  b.  local  ship- 
ping points.  Millet  seed  is  not  being  offered  freely.  Ten- 
nessee golden  millet  is  being  quoted  by  growers  and  local 
shippers  at  $6.00  per  100  pounds,  f.  o.  b.  shipping  point. 

Onion  Sets. — The  crop  of  onion  sets  at  Louisville  this 
season  is  estimated  to  be  65  to  75  per  cent  of  last  year. 
The  movement  has  been  very  slow,  however,  and  outside 
dealers  seem  inclined  to  await  developments  on  account 
of  the  disappointing  trade  of  last  year.  Prices  paid  by 
dealers  early  in  the  season  ranged  from  $3.40  to  $3.75  per 
100  pounds;  later  they  advanced  to  $5.65,  and  afterwards 
declined  to  $4.70  per  100  pounds.  White  sets  early  in  the 
season  sold  from  $5.00  to  $5.65  per  100  pounds,  and  later 
advanced  to  $6.90.  There  were  less  white  sets  grown  in 
the  Louisville  district  in  1918  than  usually.  At  the  present 
time  dealers  are  quoting,  for  prompt  shipment,  yellow 
onion  sets  at  $6.25  per  100  pounds;  whites  at  $8.60.  For 
January  shipment  prices  quoted  by  dealers  are  as  follows: 

Yellow    $7.00  per  100  pounds 

Red    ....■ 7.50  per  100  pounds 

White   9.35  per  100  pounds 

Farmers  were  not  inclined  to  sell  sets  at  the  low  prices, 
but  some  of  them  sold  later  at  the  higher  prices.  After- 
wards, when  prices  declined,  there  was  a  tendency  to  hold, 
and  it  is  estimated  that  the  larger  part  of  the  crop  is  still 
in  the  hands  of  growers.  The  quality  of  onion  sets  this 
year  is  very  good,  most  of  them  being  small  in  size,  and 
there  are  few  picklers. 

MILWAUKEE,  WISCONSIN.— Sales  on  field  seeds  for 
domestic  trade  have  been  only  of  fair  volume  this  season 
and  for  the  last  four  weeks  business  has  been  rather  dull. 
Export  trade,  however,  has  been  unusually  good,  especially 
on  alsike  and  white  clover  seed  and  clover  seed  mixtures. 
The  production  of  red  and  alsike  clover  seed  in  Wisconsin 
for  1918  is  reported  to  be  very  much  less  than  that  of  1917, 
red  clover  being  estimated  by  dealers  to  be  about  40  per 
cent,  and  alsike  clover  about  60  per  cent  of  the  1917  crop. 
White  clover  yielded  exceptionally  well,  being  estimated  at 
150  per  cent  as  compared  with  1917  production.  Quality 
of  all  clover  seeds  is  unusually  good,  both  as  to  size  and 
color. 

It  is  thought  that  small  dealers  and  farmers  in  Wiscon- 
sin have  practically  sold  out  of  clover  seed.  This  is  espe- 
cially true  of  white  clover  seed,  although  the  crop  was 
above  normal.  Milwaukee  dealers  are  carrying  very  small 
stocks  of  red  and  alsike  clover  seed.  There  are  fairly  good 
stocks  of  alfalfa  seed,  and  stocks  of  timothy  seed  are  about 
normal.  In  the  last  few  days  a  fairly  good  business  has 
been  done  on  clover  seed,  and  dealers  are  optimistic  re- 
garding the  outlook  for  business  during  the  coming  season. 

Field  Peas. — There  was  an  abundant  crop  of  field  peas 
produced  in  Wisconsin  this  season.  Trading,  in  these,  how- 
ever, has  been  dull.  Farmers  are  holding  firmly  at  $5.00 
for  white,  $6.50  for  green,  and  $7.00  per  100  pounds  for 
Scotch  varieties  and  there  is  very  little  outside  demand. 
Consequently  there  is  very  little  movement. 
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Exports  and  Imports  of  Timothy  and  Clover  Seed  by  Months  for 

Calendar  Years  1913-18 


The  tables  given  below  have  been  compiled  from  data 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, of  the  Department  of  Commerce.  The  exports  of 
red,  alsike,  and  white  clover  seed  are  not  kept  separately, 
but  are  all  included  under  "Clover  'Seed."  Prior  to  July  1, 
1912,  red  clover  seed  imports  were  included  in  with  "Clover 
Seed"  imports.    After  that  date  the  term,  "All  Other  Clover 


Seeds,'-  was  used  to  designate  all  varities  or  kinds  of  clover 
seed  other  than  red  clover.  All  of  the  figures  given  in  the 
two  export  tables  represent  domestic  seed,  that  is  to  say, 
seed  that  was  produced  in  the  United  States,  and  do  not 
include  seed  that  may  have  been  imported  into  this  country 
from  Canada  or  other  foreign  country  and  subsequently  ex- 
ported. The  quantity  of  this  latter  seed  exported  is  usually 
negligible,  hence  is  omitted  in  the  tabulations. 


EXPORTS   OF    CLOVER    SEED. 
(Compiled  by  the   Bureau  of  Markets  Seed   Reporting  Service  from  data  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 

Commerce,  of  the   Department  of  Commerce.) 


Month 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September. .  . . 

October 

November.  .  . . 
December  .... 

Total. .  .  . 


1909 


2,739.244 

3,376,788 

1.949,621 

557,788 

158,585 

94,655 

188.515 

174,034 

919,983 
1,619,643 
1,267,860 
1,063,455 


14,110,171 


1910 


635,467 
371,586 
342,955 
204,187 

80,651 
109,349 
140,646 
302,670 

940,115 
678.920 
466,904 
484,956 


4,758,406 


1911 


557,002 
409,520 
204,723 
106,439 

13,026 

54,246 

931 

237,363 

126,351 

377,058 

252,319 

68.167 


2,407,145 


1912 


321,763 

151,935 

202,042 

83,688 

40,830 

12,235 

11,000 

4,563 

73,495 

158.565 

1,245,024 

917,825 


3,222,965 


1913 


962,694 
965,058 
788,360 
259,122 

12,545 
9,345 
1,871 
1,665 

130,618 
489,219 
686,893 
658,604 


4,965,994 


1914 


905,564 
469 , 345 
765,868 
425,838 

63,642 

41,725 

16,002 

8,289 

42.113 

495,035 

1,353,778 

2,072,772 


6,659,971 


1915 


2,328,148 

1,711,474 

1,270,604 

431,846 

14,011 

5,992 

25,788 

87,833 

451,212 

790,447 

1,185,181 

1,224,722 


9,527,258 


1916 


830,066 
881,669 

734,443 
652,337 

162,518 
90,004 
59,521 
55,332 

155,158 

245,702 

1,085,375 

1,097,865 


6,049,990 


1917 


1,072,343 
582,138 
473,346 
622,422 

107,106 

330,585 

83,678 

321,699 

1,064,452 

625,400 

1 ,080.420 

2,375.019 


8,738,608 


1918 


1,722,282 
887,052 
846,982 
321,872 

109,477 

921 

101,482 

153,489 

167,830 
113,222 

418,877 


EXPORTS   OF   TIMOTHY    SEED. 


Month 

January 

February 

March 

April '.  . . 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September .... 

October 

November. .  .  . 
December .... 

Total .... 


1909 


3,479,317 
3,226,489 
3,252,797 
1,959,486 

687,285 

253,149 

701,893 

1,227,694 

558,421 
1,642,452 
4,045,859 
5,308,000 


1910 


3,189,180 
3,409,318 
3,406,219 
2,902,827 

617,736 
103,457 
1,055,526 
1,036,778- 

916,299 

550,857 
355,392 
500,899 


1911 


1912 


439,683 
291,741 
313,955 
244,821 

60,432 
2,480 


92,016 

524,447 
2,438,241 
3,977,041 
2,726,950 


1913 


2,424,689 

1,704,534 

1,624,048 

942,190 

661,040 
444,457 
887,731 
439,681 

581,266 
1,055,217 
1,210,595 
1,567,275 


1914 


1,485,351 

1,826,551 

1,998,429 

698 , 897 

460,021 

269,298 

1,045,595 

633,239 

391,151 

719,359 

1,381,064 

2,780,752 


1915 


3,674,313 
2,931,956 
1,787,032 
1,174,889 

610,634 
203,160 
204,603 
521,816 

351,844 
1,267,087 
1,571,513 
3,347,426 


1916 


1,680,258 

2,051,299 

1,046,303 

918,992 

391,092 
258,024 
106,073 
448,976 

401,506 
1,447,565 
1,665,073 
2,012,979 


1917 


3,044,622 

1,697,166 

2,417,372 

913,885 

437,065 

547,631 

53,148 

544,053 

617,541 

977,513 

463,160 

2,167,769 


1918 


575,461 
1.287,731 
1,151,984 

239,400 

373,390 
69,223 

52,038 
256,085 

171.680 

820,286 

1,278,454 


26,342,842 


18,044,488 


7,893,121 


11,111,807 


13,542,705 


13,689,707 


17,646,273 


12,428,140 


13,880,925 


IMPORTS   OF   RED  CLOVER   SEED. 


Month 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

485,831 
838,232 
495,254 
290,206 

83 , 306 

73,792 

62,130 

609,591 

78,933 

1,620,572 

1,591,177 

1,110,399 

70,028 

6,455 

143,868 

53,380 

133,722 

2,724 

22,468 

315,535 

334,427 

2,077,643 
1,631,603 
2,598,283 
1,182,406 

275,000 

122,565 

44,000 

31,360 

22,046 

242 , 102 

1,287,251 

3,787,846 

5,892,334 
8,602,880 
7,050,722 
4,856,557 

1,103.487 
555,816 
347,573 
342,312 

361,725 
504,643 
191,391 
350,440 

593 , 080 

526,834 

1,548,478 

278,325 

584,784 
377,682 

1.730 

139.548 
261.966 

363.513 
45,450 

July 

136,756 
251,022 

131 ,843 

394,022 

1,249,243 

1,643,335 

44,120 

65,358 
3,151 

September 

25,780 

4,050 

November 

179,617 
1,291,448 

December 

23,602 

Total 

3,806,221 

4,488,340 

5,404,756 

13,302,105 

30,159,880 

3,966,685 

880,716 

IMPORTS  OF  "CLOVER  SEED"  BY  MONTHS  UNTIL  JULY   1,  1912;    AFTER  THAT  DATE   IMPORTS   OF 

CLOVER    SEEDS." 


'ALL  OTHER 


Month 

January : 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September .... 

October 

November. . . . 
December 

Total .  . 


1909 


715,575 
1,505,599 
2,355,214 
1,772,780 

583,731 

788,997 

1,550,514 

1,725,180 

1 ,407,689 

1,123,391 

771,256 

734,923 


15,034,849 


1910 


1,047,003 
1,625,345 
1,326,750 
1,321,435 

326,018 

110,326 

103,162 

4,123,672 

2,505,497 
1,295,409 
1,198,570 
2,522,092 


17,505,279 


1911 


4,120,088 

4,609,078 

2,534,285 

875,396 

1  ,036,407 
434,170 
927,631 

4,469,969 

1,880,690 
1,522,866 
2,159,998 
4,363,141 


28,933,719 


1912 


4,346,995 
4,983,868 
7,938,275 
3,996,788 
t ' 
1.182,508. 
778,408-rl 
176,748" 
3,764,347 

1,889,184 
1  ,597,994 
1,133,159, 
l,224,307i 


33,012,581 


1913 


954,219 

1,222,049 

911,437 

653,739 

297,270 
1,327,262 

885,239 
3,173,743 

3,283,548 
2,535,172 
2,114,737 
1,910,514 


19,268,929 


1914 


2,072,463 

1,594,932 

3,346,123 

948,996 

769,616 

708,348 

629,644 

4,281,096 

2,706,274 
827,668 
511,693 
840,138 


19,236,991 


1915 


989,951 

804,966 

1,148,811 

1 ,053,449 

509,749, 
1,103,515 

686,615 
1,255,625 

1 ,276,299 
457,079 
469,577 
522,957 


10,278,593 


1916 


604,500 

1,571,575 

510,804 

419,809 

148,052 
440,468 
519,381 
889,649 

2,303,447 

1,537,245 

776,151 

1,052,819 


10,773,900 


1917 


1 ,096,505 
929,719 

1,550,170 
717,598 

499,723 
328,481 
469,581 
276,785 

443,864 
542,965 
496,871 
562,057 


7,914,323 


1918 


604,989 

853,081 

1,435,564 

379,904 

473,926 

532,799 

62,807 

297,280 

1,026,688 

1,703,247 

639,504 
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January  11,  1919 


SHIPPERS"  STOCKS,  SHIPMENTS,  PRICES,  ETC. 

Compiled  by  the  Bureau  of  Markets  Seed  Reporting  Service. 

Under  date  of  December  14,  191S,  information  which  is  indi- 
cated at  the  head  of  the  columns  in  the  table  below  was  re- 
quested of  shippers  of  red  clover,  alsike  clover,  sweet  clover, 
alfalfa,  and  timothy  seed.  Schedules  were  sent  to  many  concerns 
who  do  not  purchase  direct  from  growers  all  of  the  seed  shipped 
out  by  these  concerns,  hence  each  concern  was  asked  to  state 
the  estimated  per  cent  of  stocks  being  handled  by  it  that  is 
obtained  from  other  seed  shippers  and  dealers,  and  not  from 
growers. 


In  the  compilation  of  stock  on  hand  on  December  14,  1918 
(column  2),  figures  were  taken  of  only  those  shippers  who  indi- 
cated that  they  purchase  50  per  cent  or  less  of  the  stocks  handled 
by  them  from  other  seed  shippers  or  dealers.  In  other  words,  if 
a  concern  did  not  purchase  at  least  50  per  cent  of  the  seed  han- 
dled by  it  directly  from  the  grower,  that  concern's  figures  for 
stock  on  hand  were  omitted  in  the  tabulation.  In  this  way, 
stocks  in  the  hands  of  the  larger  seedsmen,  which  will  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Vegetable  and  Field  Seed  Survey  of  January  1, 
1919,   were  almost  entirely  eliminated  in   the   table. 
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RED    CLOVER. 


SWEET    CLOVER. 


ALFALFA. 


TIMOTHY. 


59 
52 
63 
53 
32 
90 
36 

13 
19 
22 
66 
40 
5 
7 
16 
23 

242,341 
305,597 
747,568 
186,794 
138,706 
501,690 
25,413 

375,172 
30,738 
68,582 

210,177 
36,972 

592,873 
20,202 

540,720 
.   53,598 

532,492 

1,145,804 

1,154,759 

672,783 

426,501 

685,922 

28,004 

561,437 

23,595 

148,971 

338,396 

235,275 

329,265 

77,456 

106,246 

51,543 

218,416 
194,078 
592,275 
452,783 
158,466 
280,290 
32,666 

394,410 
24,000 
37,200 

178,419 
50,200 

386,000 
6,800 

654,340 
47,300 

750,908 

1,339,882 

1.747,034 

1,125,566 

584,967 

966,212 

60,670 

955,847 

47,595 

186,171 

516,815 

285,475 

715,265 

84,256 

760,586 

98,843 

463,123 
686,133 

1,682,904 
982,566 
530,478 

1,332,836 
359,999 

605,353 

478,806 
991,210 
261,870 
417,770 

46,072 

173.519 

1,757,009 

75,010 

30 
20 
20 
30 
25 
30 
50 

20 
40 

15 
25 
25 
25 
10 
15 

34.00 
31.00 
33.00 
33.20 
29.50 
34.00 
34.50 

35.80 
32.60 
35.50 
31.50 
29.00 
37.00 
35.50 
37.00 

21.00 
18.00 
21.00 
20.40 
20.00 
22.50 
20.50 

22.00 
22.00 
22.00 
20.00 
18.00 
21.00 
22.00 
22.00 

80 

90 
80 

406 
407 
408 

60 

80 

Ohio 

70 

60 

513 
514 
515 

80 

60 

60 

80 

80 

Utah    

80 

70 

75 

Total.  . 

596 

4,077,143 

6,518,449 

3,707,643 

10,226,092 

10,869,408 

ALSIKE    CLOVER. 

28 
19 
35 
58 
17 
10 

16 
6 
6 

13 
7 

28,077 
38,616 
57,867 
219,695 
2,784 
65,071 

28,381 
115,263 
11,019 
17,997 
25,845 

67,502 
71,636 
42,797 

590,433 
422 

195,422 

280,943 

17,573 
43,739 
59,500 
39.172 

45,400 
17,750 
61,017 
261,119 
8,500 
66,969 

27,000 

118,000 

0 

19,170 

63,250 

112,902 
89,386 
103,814 
851,552 
8,922 
262,391 

307,943 

135,573 

43,739 

78,670 

102,422 

151,731 
47,659 
163,932 
824,984 
130,272 
379,541 

847,719 

16,729 

95,209 

265,018 

163,370 

40 
10 
15 
15 
30 
15 

10 
10 
20 
20 

26.00 
25.00 
25.25 
26.00 

25.75 
24.00 

25.25 
28.00 
27.50 
25.00 

18.00 
18.50 
18.00 
18.50 
18.25 
19.00 

20.00 
20.00 
19.75 
20.00 

90 

80 

80 

Ohio                      

75 

70 

513 
515 

75 
70 

Utah 

70 

60 

60 

Total . .            

215 

610,615 

'1,409,139 

688,175 

2,097,314 

3,086,164 

2 

21 

6 

2 

11 

19 

124,475 
11,814 

108,496 

170,000 
18,500 

131,562 

22,150 
59,097 
152,750 
0 
74,499 
63,772 

92,002 

96,450 

223,850 

170,000 

30,341 

263,175 

114,152 
155,547 
376,600 
170,000 
104,840 
326.947 

149.636 
190,325 
205,189 
210.000 
70.000 
297,479 

10 
25 
45 
40 
50 

14.25 
16.00 
18.00 

17.00 
17.00 

9.00 
15.00 

90 

75 

N   Utah                

804 
806 

90 

E.  Utah 

15.00 
14.25 

90 

90 

Total 

61 

564,847 

372,268 

875.818 

1,248,086 

1,122,629 

8 
15 
39 
33 
21 
25 

4 
9 
6 
3 
17 
10 
8 

91,226 

124.263 

135,218 

305,149 

54,422 

87,570 

52,920 
34,307 
691,856 
127,991 
730,735 
231,186 

155,700 
118,880 
213,385 
123,000 

59,500 
124,179 

47,971 

316,500 
114,050 
399,810 
319,750 
89,550 
127,410 

28,000 
7,400 
1,344,500 
300,000 
266,323 
100,200 
327,574 

369,420 
148,357 
1,091,666 
447,741 
820,285 
358,596 

183,700 
126,280 
1,557,885 
423,000 
325,823 
224,379 
375,545 

320,000 

179,841 
1,404,205 

684,575 
1,463,750 

248,636 

211,200 
155,800 
692,015 
400,000 
245,157 
273,605 
609,542 

35 
75 
45 
45 
30 
25 

40 
50 
45 
40 
25 
70 

16.25 
14.25 
13.25 
14.00 
13.70 
13.80 

14.50 
13.50 
16.00 
13.50 
16.50 
16.75 

75 

12.00 
12.65 
12.60 
12.30 
11.85 

70 

604 
605 
606 
607 

65 

65 

S.  W.  Kansas   

75 

S.  E.  Kansas 

Texas 

70 

8,500 

1,022,920 

250,000 

140,567 

67 , 200 

275,130 

80 

N.  Utah 

804 
805-806 

16.00 
15.00 
16.00 
16.50 

85 

Rest  of  Utah    

75 

80 

90 

Other  States  and  districts 

Total 

198 

2,562,165 

2,711,610 

3,741,067 

6,452,677 

6,888,326 

5 
33 
19 
12 
38 
59 

17 
13 
65 
33 
34 
77 
57 

53 
16 
16 
5 
3 
33 

3,791 
322,915 
223,767 
312,600 
220,372 
313,356 

332,065 
290,875 
1,560,426 
89,350 
241,483 
806,574 
954,642 

265,720 
523,945 

88,770 
225.000 

95,400 
118,318 

3,044 
446,686 
252,604 
478,846 
88,417 
431,672 

102,039 

1,563,112 

3,687,824 

39,417 

281,229 
5,142,853 
3,760,249 

5,803,414 
150,830 

1,331,730 
141,865 
434,560 
135,441 

3,100 
228,044 
20,375 
231,500 
146,036 
234,049 

395,183 

355,150 
2,476,435 
139,804 
98,972 
799,174 
881,085 

243,150 
507,500 

79,605 
363.500 

97,000 
225,300 

6,144 
674,730 
272,979 
710,346 
234,453 
665  ,-721 

497,222 
1,918,262 
6,164,259 
179,221 
380,201 
5,942,027 
4,641,334 

6,046,564 
658,330 

1,411,335 
505,365 
531,560 
360,741 

8,258 

816,311 

1,238,839 

1,191,194 

287,662 

1,386,353 

702,905 

1,672,739 

5,311,507 

244,431 

513,961 

4,231,474 

10,686,611 

7,025,405 

2,252,843 

2,513,960 

541,935 

587,000 

677,158 

40 
30 
20 
5 
20 
15 

25 
50 
25 
40 
35 
25 
20 

15 
40 
15 
50 
10 

9.30 
8.35 
8.55 
7.60 
9.30 
9.20 

7.85 
8.05 
7.80 
8.25 
8.00 
8.15 
8.60 

8.50 
8.15 
8.40 
9.00 
8.25 

7.00 
6.65 
6.75 
6.50 
7.10 
6.70 

6.00 
6.30 
6.20 
6.75 
6.50 
6.35 
6.65 

7.00 
6.85 
6.40 

75 

403 
404 
405 

85 

80 

75 

Indiana 

Ohio 

75 
80      ' 

South  Dakota 

E.  Minnesota 

S.  Minnesota 

Wisconsin ...          

\.  W.  Iowa 

510 

511 

608 
609 
610 

611 
612 
613 

75 
70 
70 
70 

75 

N.  E.  Iowa.  . 
S.W.Iowa 

S.  E.  Iowa 

80 
70 

73 

N.  W.  Missouri 

70 

75 

Utah 

75 

6.50 

80 

Other  States  and  districts 

588 

6,989,369 

24,275,832 

7,524,962 

31,800,794 

41,890,546 

— — 

January  11,  1919 
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WHOLESALE  SELLING  PRICES  OF  FIELD  SEEDS  JANUARY,  1919,  AND  1918. 

(All   prices,  except  where   noted,  per  100   pounds.) 

In  the  following  table  is  given  the  average  wholesale  selling  prices  of  field  seeds  as  quoted  by  dealers  in  the  different 
divisions  about  January  1,  1919,  and  January  1,  1918.  It  will  be  noted  that  considerable  variation  appears  in  the  prices 
of  many  commodities  for  the  same  year  in  the  different  divisions.  Some  of  the  many  factors  which  enter  into  a  con- 
sideration of  seed  prices  are:  the  difference  in  the  quality  of  the  best  grades  offered  by  various  seedsmen,  the  extent  to 
which  a  division  is  wholly  a  consuming  or  a  producing  section,  and  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  selecting,  curing,  re- 
cleaning,  and  preparing  for  market  certain  kinds  of  seed  in  the  different  divisions.  The  following  table  affords  a  basis 
of  comparison  between  the  wholesale  prices  for  the   two  years  and  between  the  prices  for  the  different  divisions. 


Item 

North  and  Middle 
Atlantic  Divisions 

East  Central 
Division 

West  Central 
Division 

North  Central 
Division 

North  Pacific 
Division 

Southeastern 
Division 

1919 

1918 

1919 

1918 

1919 

1918 

1919 

1918 

1919 

1918 

1919 

1918 

43.00 
32.50 
45.00 
20.65 
24  00 
21.00 
11.25 
14  50 

27.25 

22.25 

29.00 
24.00 
49.00 
21.00 
30.00 
20.00 
8.75 
13.50 

24.00 
23.25 

42  00 
32.00 
47.00 

3 1 .  50 
25.00 

43.50 
20.00 
26 .  50 
20.00 
8.25 
13.50 

24.50 
22.25 

40  20 
31.10 
49  20 

29.00 
24.00 
46.50 

42.55 
33.00 

48.50 

29.00 
25.00 
50.00 

45.00 
35.00 
54.00 
25.50 
26  00 
22.50 
11.00 
18.50 

31   00 

27.00 
30.00 
27.00 

7  25 

30.00 
27.50 
50.00 

43.80 
35.60 
49.60 
21.50 
18.50 
22.00 
12.30 
15.30 

26.50 
23.80 

30  00 

Alsike  clover 

White  clover 

26.00 
21 .00 

Sweet  clover 

Alfalfa 

23.00 
20.50 
11   25 
13   50 

26  00 
22.00 

22  30 
18.60 
11.15 
14.05 

26.50 
22.40 

28.50 

20.00 

8.25 

13.50 

23.00 
23.00 

24.90 
22.20 
11.30 
15.20 

28.00 
24.10 

22.70 

27.00 

21.50 

8.00 

15.00 

27.50 
25.00 
17.00 

28.50 

21.50 

8.00 

18.00 

31.00 
28.00 
21.00 
22.50 
8.00 

21   00 

7  50 

14  50 

Orchard  grass 

Kentucky  bluegrass. . 

23.20 
25.00 

25.00 

5.75 

5  75 

6  50 

6.25 
16  00 

5.25 
4.35 

2.85 

18  00 

16.00 

27.15 
7.80 
5.50 
5.50 

7.80 

21.10 

6.60 

Canada  field  peas .... 

6.25 
6.50 
6.00 

8.15 

19.00 

6  00 

5.00 

7.25 
6.25 
7.00 

7.50 

17.50 

6.50 

4.75 

7.00 
6.50 
7.50 

6.80 

7.00 

5  30 
7  50 

6.00 
7.50 

5  00 

8.75 
19.00 
5.45 
6.00 
3.70 
5   55 

7.50 
20.00 
5.00 
6.00 
4.50 

10  00 

5.00 

17.75 
6.25 

18.50 

5.20 
5.60 
2.80 
3.80 
3.95 
5.85 

3  50 

4  40 
14.15 
10  90 

6.10 

8.25 

6.25 

4.50 
5.50 
5.50 

6.75 

4.50 

6.25 

17.00 

11.75 

4  70 

4  90 

5.80 

5  15 
6.00 

18.25 
11.90 
3.25 
2.40 
2.80 
1.30 
2.40 
2.95 

7.50 

Kafir 

3.05 

4.55 
4.85 
17.00 
10.35 
3.45 
1.20 
4  30 
1.00 
2.00 
2  50 

5. '10 

Feterita 

6.00 
22.00 
11.00 
7.00 
2.25 
2.00 
1.10 

14.00 
10  00 

10.10 

11.00 

11  .50 

13  50 

4.25 
2  10 

14.00 

12.25 

3.75 

Seed  barley* 

2.00 

2.00 

2.10 

1.75 

1.10 

2.40 
2.65 

1.45 

3  00 

2.85 

1  .  15 

2.40 

2.65 

2.65 

♦Prices  given  are  per  bushel. . 

NOTICE      OF      SPECIAL      SEED      REPORT      FROM 
SHIPPERS  OF  SORGHUM  AND  MILLET  SEED. 

A  special  inquiry  will  be  made  under  date  of  January 
15,  1919,  to  obtain  information  relative  to  actual  and 
probable  shipments,  quality  for  seed,  prices,  etc.,  of  the 
1918  crop  of  grain  and  forage  sorghum  seed,  millet  seed, 
and  Sudan  grass  seed,  as  compared  with  the  1917  crop. 
Schedules  are  being  mailed  to  all  shippers  of  these  seeds 
on  the  mailing  lists  of  the  Seed  Reporting  Service  and 
include,  among  other  things,  the  following:  Quantity  of 
1918  crop  of  each  of  these  seeds  on  hand  January  15,  1919; 
quantity  of  1918  crop  shipped  out  up  to  January  15,  1919; 
estimated  quantity  of  1918  crop  that  will  be  shipped  out 
after  January  15,  1919;  total  quantity  of  1917  crop  shipped 
out;  estimated  average  quality  of  1918  crop  for  seed  com- 
pared with  normal;  and  average  prices  that  are  being  paid 
to  growers  this  season. 

It  is  expected  that  a  tentative  report  compiled  from  the 
returns  in  this  inquiry  will  be  published  in  the  February  8 
issue  of  the  Seed  Reporter,  and  that  a  final  report  will  be 
made  on  March  8,  after  all  schedules  have  been  received 
and  the  data  compiled.  These  reports  will  furnish  infor- 
mation concerning  the  supply,  movement,  etc.,  of  the  1918 
crop,  compared  with  the  1917  crop,  and  should  be  of  con- 
siderable interest  and  value  to  dealers  engaged  in  handling 
these  seeds. 

Information  is  being  obtained  from  which  maps  are  to 
be  prepared,  showing  areas  which  normally  produce  a 
surplus  of  these  kinds  of  seeds  for  shipment  to  other  sec- 
tions, and  also  areas  that  normally  require  seed  shipped  in 
for  planting  purposes.  It  is  expected  that  sufficient  data 
will  be  in  hand  from  which  these  maps  may  be  completed 
in  time  for  publication  in  the  March  8  issue  of  the  Seed 
Reporter,  in  connection  with  the  final  report  from  this 
inquiry. 


SEED  MARKET  NOTES. 

TOLEDO,  OHIO.— Dealers  report  that  the  fall  trade 
generally  has  been  very  good,  although  there  has  been  less 
trading  in  futures  on  clover  seed  than  has  ever  been  ex- 
perienced previous  to  this  season.  The  prices  have  fluctu- 
ated a  good  deal  according  to  the  feelings  of  buyers  and 


sellers,  and  if  is  a  problem  as  to  what  the  future  develop- 
ments will  be. 

Dealers  generally  do  not  seem  inclined  to  buy  large 
stocks  of  seed  at  present  high  prices,  nor  are  they  free 
sellers  of  seed.  It  will  depend  on  the  spring  demand  as 
to  future  prices.  If  seed  is  offered  freely  by  farmers,  lower 
prices  may  be  expected,  while  on  the  other  hand  if  the 
export  demand  and  light  receipts  obtain  as  at  present,  higher 
prices  may  prevail.  It  is  thought  that  the  spring  trade  on 
all  seeds  will  be  very  good,  as  much  re-seeding  to  clovers 
and  grasses  is  anticipated. 

Red  Clover. — Country  shippers  are  not  believed  to  have 
very  much  clover  seed  on  hand,  as  they  have  been  selling 
about  as  fast  as  the  seed  has  been  received.  It  is  thought 
by  dealers  that  farmers  in  some  sections  are  holding  con- 
siderable seed  for  higher  prices,  as  they  are  not  selling 
freely.  There  has  also  been  much  more  trade  between 
producers  themselves  than  ordinarily.  The  stocks  of  clover 
seed  in  Toledo  at  the  present  time  are  estimated  to  be 
about  12,000  bags,  which  is  lewer  than  they  have  been  for 
many  years. 

The  following  are  the  receipts  and  shipments  of  red 
clover  seed  this  season  up  to  December  28: 

Receipts.  Shipments. 

1918 3,227.565  pounds  1,154,880  pounds 

1917 1,839,540  pounds  3,517,120  pounds 

1916 6,332,215  pounds  1,594,080  pounds 

1915 3,340,320  pounds  963,200  pounds 

Alsike  Clover. — There  appears  to  be  only  a  fair  supply 
of  alsike  clover  seed,  especially  of  the  higher  grades.  At 
the  present  time  prices  quoted  by  dealers  at  Toledo  on 
alsike  are  lower  than  those  quoted  by  Canadian  dealers, 
but  stocks  at  Toledo  are  only  moderate. 

Receipts  and  shipments  of  alsike  clover  seed  up  to  De- 
cember 28  are  as  follows: 

Receipts.  Shipments. 

1918 815,300  pounds  1,043,680  pounds 

1917 963,015  pounds  647,360  pounds 

1916 981,615  pounds  301,440  pounds 

1915 1,236,745  pounds  298,880  pounds 

Timothy.— It  is  estimated  that  about  105,000  bags  of  tim- 
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Shipments. 

1,471,210  pounds 

594,360  pounds 

629,200  pounds 

730,080  pounds 


othy  seed  are  stored  in  public  warehouses  at  Toledo. 

The  following'  are  the  receipts  and  shipments  of  timothy 
seed  up  to  December  28: 

Receipts. 

1918 5,499,130  pounds 

1917 4,974,320  pounds 

1916 2,858,960  pounds 

1915 2,520,570  pounds 

CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS. — The  domestic  fall  trade  among 
dealers  at  Chicago  has  only  been  fair.  There  has  been 
some  export  trade  on  clover,  alsike,  mixtures,  and  timothy, 
but  an  unusual  development  of  European  trade,  which  was 
expected  by  many  dealers,  has  not  taken  place,  especially 
in  the  case  of  timothy  seed.  After  the  signing  of  the 
armistice,  it  seemed  to  be  the  general  opinion  of  the  trade 
that  timothy  seed  would  take  a  decided  advance,  and  senti- 
ment reflecting  this  opinion  caused  prices  to  advance 
sharply,  March  timothy  selling  early  in  December  as  high 
as  $12.90  per  100  pounds.  There  has  been,  however,  a 
decline  since  that  time  and  today's  prices  (January  2)  are 
$11.85  for  March,  and  sales  have  been  made  recently  as 
low  as  $11.75  per  100  pounds. 

Receipts  on  the  Board  of  Trade  of  both  timothy  and 
clover  seeds  have  been  extremely  light.  Commission  mer- 
chants state  that  either  country  shippers  have  not  the  seed 
or  are  not  anxious  to  sell.  Dealers  have  been  somewhat 
indifferent  as  to  purchasing;  consequently  comparatively 
little  trading  has  been  done.  Receipts  and  shipments  as 
reported  by  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  for  timothy  and 
clover  seeds  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1918.  are  as 
follows: 


-TIMOTHY. 


Receipts.  Shipments. 

Pounds.         Pounds. 

1918 24,397,000       23,728,000 

1917 39,144,000       35,005,000 


-CLOVER.- 


Receipts.  Shipments. 

Pounds.         Pounds. 

1918 8,616.000         7,558.000 

1917 8,814,000       10,411,000 


Onion  Sets. — In  the  Chicago  district  onion  sets  have 
been  moving  very  slowly  until  recently.  There  is  a  little 
complaint  of  sprouting  in  some  sections,  but  the  majority 
of  sets  seem  to  be  keeping  fairly  well.  A  more  active  de- 
mand appears  to  be  developing  lately.  Present  prices 
quoted  by  dealers  on  onion  sets  are  as  follows,  for  early 
January  shipment: 

Yellow   and   red $6.25  to  $7.00  per  100  pounds 

White   8.60  to    9.35  per  100  pounds 


NORTH    CENTRAL    DIVISION. 

Seedsmen  throughout  the  North  Central  Division  report 
the  movement  of  all  seeds  much  less  than  at  this  period 
last  year.  It.  is  believed  that  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
buyers  are  not  inclined  to  anticipate  their  requirements  on 
account  of  prevailing;  high  prices.  However,  dealers  are 
anticipating  a  good  demand  for  all  field  seeds  as  the  plant- 
ing season  approaches.  Wholesale  prices  at  which  the 
kinds  of  seeds  listed  below  are  selling  in  the  North  Central 
Division  may  be  found  in  the  table  of  wholesale  prices  given 
in  this  issue. 

Clover. — Clover  stocks  are  reported  by  most  dealers  in 
this  division  as  being  low,  but  sufficient  to  take  care  of 
domestic  demands.  In  certain  sections  it  is  believed  that 
the  high  prices  of  seed  and  the  winter  killing  of  the  crop 
which  occurred  last  year  will  materially  reduce  the  acreage 
planted  to  red  clover  this  year.  The  guaranteed- price  of 
wheat  for  another  year,  it  is  thought  by  some  dealers,  will 
have  a  tendency  to  increase  the  acreage  of  grain  at  the 
expense  of  meadows  and  pastures.  However,  in  sections 
where  dairying  is  an  important  source  of  revenue,  the  acre- 
age of  clover  is  expected  to  be  increased  because  of  the 
prevailing  high  prices  of  dairy  products.  In  most  localities 
the  quality  of  clover  seed  is  considered  as  good  or  better 
than  last  year.  The  December  demand  increased  in  certain 
markets.  It  is  believed  by  dealers  that  the  prevailing  prices 
of  clover  seed  will  be  maintained  throughout  the  season. 

Alfalfa.- — Western  dealers  report  good  stocks  of  alfalfa 
seed,  although  the  weather  conditions  this  season  have  been 
unfavorable  for  seed  production  in  certain  areas.  Dealers 
in  Minneapolis  and  adjoining  territories  consider  the  carry- 
over of  alfalfa  seed  sufficient  to  take  care  of  their  trade  re- 
quirements. The  quality  of  alfalfa  seed  this  season  is  con- 
sidered good,  although  not  equal  to  that  of  last  year.  Al- 
falfa prices  are  much  nearer  normal  than  red  clover  prices, 
and  seedsmen  do  not  look  for  any  material  change.  _  It  is 
claimed  that  in  some  sections  alfalfa  is  being  substituted 
for  red  clover;  this  may  cause  an  increased  demand  for 
alfalfa  seed. 

Timothy. — The  Minneapolis  market  on  timothy  seed  has 
been  unusually  quiet  and  has  shown  a  downward  tendency 


the  past  month.  The  stocks  of  timothy  are  not  quite  so 
large  as  usual,  but  the  quality  of  northern-grown  seed  is 
fairly  good,  though  not  up  to  normal. 

Brome  Grass. — A  good  supply  of  brome  grass  seed  is  re- 
ported on  hand  by  a  few  seedsmen,  whereas  small  stocks 
are  reported  by  others.  A  good  demand  shortly  after 
threshing  caused  the  prices  to  go  rather  high. 

Seed  Corn. — The  supply  of  seed  corn  throughout  the 
North  Central  Division  is  good  and  the  quality  is  above  the 
average  in  most  sections.  An  ideal  growing  and  curing 
season  are  responsible  for  the  excellent  quality  of  the 
seed,  and  germination  tests  that  have  been  made  by  dealers 
indicate  that  it  is  of  strong  vitality. 

Seed  Grains. — Some  sections  report  a  shortage  of  good 
seed  rye  and  oats,  but,  generally  speaking,  stocks  of  these 
seeds  are  good.  The  quality  of  oats  is  somewhat  below 
normal  because  of  an  unfavorable  season.  Dealers  report 
that  it  is  difficult  to  secure  seed  wheat,  pure  as  to  variety, 
due  to  the  fact  that  much  of  the  seed  has  been  run  through 
elevators  during  the  past  two  seasons.  Marquis  often  shows 
an  admixture  of  winter  wheat  as  a  result  of  the  growing 
of  spring  wheat  last  year  where  winter  wheat  was  partially 
killed  out. 


EASTERN     DIVISION. 

The  latter  part  of  December  found  the  domestic  seed 
business  in  the  eastern  markets  practically  at  a  standstill, 
which  is  usually  the  case  for  that  period  of  the  year.  Barring 
a  certain  amount  of  trade  among  the  jobbers  or  exporters, 
largely  of  a  speculative  nature,  there  was  very  little  move- 
ment throughout  the  entire  month  excepting  a  few  ship- 
ments to  the  larger  wholesalers.  The  smaller  buyers  and 
retailers  have  apparently  decided  to  hold  off  until  after 
the  first  of  the  year  at  least,  and  many  appear  to  be  in  a 
quandary  to  know  just  what  effect  the  price  on  red  clover 
and  certain  other  seeds  will  have  on  the  farmers  toward  cur- 
tailing the  spring  trade. 

The  quality  of  most  of  the  kinds  of  seed,  with  the  -pos- 
sible exception  of  timothy,  that  are  being  offered,  is  con- 
sidered very  satisfactory.  Prices  have  remained  firm  at 
all  market  centers  and  as  stated  below  are  per  100  pounds. 

Red  Clover. — The  stocks  in  jobbers'  hands  are  reported 
to  be  about  one-third  to  one-half  less  than  last  season,  and 
prices  quoted  are  considerably  higher.  The  quality  of 
available  stocks  is  good.  Export  demand  has  been  brisk, 
but  the  home  business  has  been  rather  inactive.  Most  of 
the  smaller  dealers  are  delaying  their  purchases  of  red 
clover  in  anticipation  of  lower  prices  as 'the  season  develops, 
but  jobbers  believe  that  present  prices  will  be  maintained 
or  even  go  higher  later  on  when  the  small  dealers  enter 
the  market.  Prices  quoted  by  the  jobbers  range  from 
$42.50  to  $43.50  for  high-grade  seed. 

Alsike  Clover. — Some  dealers  report  a  lighter  stock  than 
usual,  while  others  are  well  supplied.  It  is  thought  by 
some  jobbers  that  alsike  will  be  substituted  for  red  clover 
by  many  farmers  as  was  the  case  last  year  when  red  clover 
was  selling  at  a  much  higher  price  than  alsike.  The  fact 
that  the  domestic  demand  for  alsike  has  been  good  up  to 
the  present  time  seems  to  indicate  to  them  that  alsike 
clover  will  be  substituted  largely  for  red  clover.  Export 
demands  have  also  been  good,  and  many  believe  that  a 
good  trade  will  develop  later  from  neutral  countries.  The 
quality  is  reported  slightly  superior  to  that  of  last  year, 
and  high-grade  seed  is  selling  at  $32.50. 

Sweet  Clover. — An  ample  stock  of  good  quality  is  re- 
ported by  the  larger  jobbers.  It  is  expected  that  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  usual  custom,  the  rfiarket  will  not  develop 
until  later  in  the  season.  Good-grade  seed  is  listed  at  $24.00. 

Alfalfa. — Practically  all  the  dealers  report  a  normal  sup- 
ply of  good-quality  alfalfa  seed  on  hand.  Jobbers  antici- 
pate a  fair  to  good  demand  for  this  seed  later  in  the  season, 
when  planting  time  is  close  at  hand.  The  price  quoted  for 
high-grade  seed  ranges  from  $20.50  to  $21.50  per  100  pounds. 

Timothy. — The  stock  on  hand  is  equal  to,  and  in  many 
cases  larger  than  that  of  last  year,  but  the  color  is  not  so 
good  as  that  of  last  year.  There  has  been  some  export 
demand  from  Europe  which  it  is  thought  will  increase  as 
shipping  facilities  improve.  The  domestic  market  has  been 
inactive,  largely  because  many  small  dealers  carried  over 
more  timothy  seed  than  usual.  Prices  for  best-grade  of 
seed  average  about  $11.25. 

Redtop. — Stocks  on  hand  are  somewhat  larger  than  those 
carried  at  this  time  last  season  and  the  quality  is  reported 
good.  The  domestic  demand  has  been  only  fair  and  the  an- 
ticipated export  demand  has  not  materialized  yet.  Good 
grades  of  solid  redtop  seed  are  being  quoted  at  $14.00  to 
$15.00. 


